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Policy  
 

Business attraction incentives 

 

Reference Number: SG52 

Type: Strategic 

Legislation: Not applicable 

Procedure: Not applicable 

Delegation: NA 

Other related document: Fremantle Economic Development Strategy 2011-2015 

 Fremantle Retail Model Plan 2010 

 

 

Objective 

Support the effective implementation of the City of Fremantle Economic Development 
Strategy 2011-2015 and the Retail Model Plan 2010. 
 
Proactively incentivise and accelerate the attraction of businesses that add value to 
Fremantle’s offering as a visitor destination and generate benefits for its residents, 
workers, visitors and the business community in the long-term by improving Fremantle’s 
overall appeal. 
 
Encourage eligible population-driven businesses (mainly retail and hospitality) to sign long 
term leases for properties within the City of Fremantle Local Government Area. 
 
Encourage local property owners and leasing agents to attract those key or high-value 
businesses that fit Fremantle’s distinctive character and appeal, and add to its overall 
value proposition for visitors.  

 

Policy 

The policy may be implemented using any of these three incentives: 
 
1.1 The City of Fremantle may provide a one-off rate discount up to 33% to property 

owners that lease property at ground level to eligible businesses that add value to the 
overall Fremantle offering. Rate discounts must be passed on to the new tenant in a 
direct financial manner such as (but not limited to) a rent-free period, reduced rent or 
reduced outgoings. 
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1.2 The City of Fremantle may provide a one-off cash incentive of up to $10,000 to 
eligible businesses that meet this policy’s criteria and are committed by a signed 
commercial lease agreement within a property in the City of Fremantle local 
government area.  

 
1.3 Vacant council-owned properties may be offered to eligible businesses at a 

discounted lease up to $10,000 below market rates for one year.  
 

The three incentives are mutually exclusive. That is, a business cannot receive more than 
one of the items.  
 
Business eligibility criteria 
To be eligible for a business attraction incentive, the applicant business must: 
 

 as assessed by the Chief Executive Officer, add value to the Fremantle’s overall 
offering by bringing something unique to the city that will attract more people to 
Fremantle. The business should also support the four brand pillars outlined in the 
strategic marketing plan for Fremantle: eclectic and quirky; cultural; vibrant and alive; 
welcoming and laid back. Examples of businesses that fit this description that have 
recently opened/relocated to Fremantle include: Bread in common; The National 
Hotel; Deca Bodega; Don Tapas; New Edition bookshop; The raw kitchen; and 
businesses involved in the ‘MANY 6160’ project at the former Myer building.  

 

 be the owner or manager of a business with an active Australian Business Number 
(ABN) registered for GST purposes. 

 

 in the case of a franchise, the applicant should not operate more than four 
establishments within Western Australia.  

 

 have a signed commercial lease agreement for a minimum of five years.  
 

 have all relevant planning and building approvals, insurances and other required 
licences. 

 

 demonstrate business readiness and a sound business model. 
 

 be within the City of Fremantle LGA. 
 
The City of Fremantle will not consider applications from: 

 Businesses that will be located outside the City of Fremantle Local Government 
Area. 

 

 Online businesses and those operating from home or virtual/serviced offices. 
 

 Businesses that have an adverse effect on public health, safety, the environment, 
heritage, or those that directly contradict the City’s sustainability principles.  
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 One-off events or recurring events, temporary or short-term proposals (pop-up 
shops). 

 

 Businesses that have received a business attraction incentive at any point in the 
past. 

 
Incentives will not be provided where the financial viability of the business is dependent on 
approval of a business attraction incentive. Prospective applicants must demonstrate 
strong financial viability and a solid business plan. 
 
The intent of this policy is to accelerate the development of Fremantle’s overall offering to 
visitors by adding businesses are assessed as being high in appeal, and/or to contribute 
towards swaying a business decision in Fremantle’s favour. The policy incentives are not 
intended to be used as a reward for an eligible business that has already relocated to 
Fremantle. 
 
 

Responsible directorate: City management 

Reviewing officer: Manager Economic Development and Marketing 

Decision making authority: Council 

Policy adopted: 26 February 2014 SGS1402-7 

Policy amended: NA 

Next review date:   2019 

 
 


